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A Word from Gillian Rooney 

 
 

By the time you read this, Advent will be upon us and, 
whilst I can’t speak for any of you, I can say that the 
excitement is building amongst the Manse children. 
 
Advent is a time of preparing for the Christmas season 
when we remember the birth of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, in that stable in Bethlehem.   
 
Whilst is it easy – and perfectly ok – to get caught up in 

the less religious aspect of this period, as Christians we must remember the true 
meaning of what ‘Christmas is all about.’ 
 
One way we can remind ourselves of this, would be to attend our walk in nativity 
event on Friday 22nd of December, from 2.00pm onwards.  Following the huge 
success of last year’s event, we will be turning the Church into a scene from 
Bethlehem all those years ago.  There will be carol singing, tea and baking to enjoy.  
I would encourage you to spread the news of this by inviting your family, friends and 
neighbours along. 
 
The presbytery planning is still slowly moving forward and, as soon as there is any 
significant news from this, it will be shared with you all.  I am pleased to say that 
Elders from our Church are now in the early process of meeting up with Elders from 
other churches in our cluster – just to try and get to know each other better. 
 
Because of our change to a Unitary Constitution, we are currently in the process of 
agreeing the various working groups and I would urge you to speak to me if you 
have not already done so, if you feel you would like to get involved. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very happy and 
holy Christmas. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Gillian 

 



 

 

Christmas Diary 

 
Welcome to Orchardhill this Christmas Season 

 

3rd December 
1st Sunday of Advent: Family Service at 10.30am 

 
10th December 

2nd Sunday of Advent: Communion Service at 10.30am 
Christmas in Music and Carols with Orchardhill Choir at 2.45pm 

doors open 2.00pm for tea/coffee 
 

17th December 
 3rd Sunday of Advent: Family Worship at 10.30am 

Blue Christmas Reflection Service at 2.00pm 
 

22nd December 
Community Christmas Celebration: 

drop-in event from 2.00pm-5.00pm - 
take a walk through the Christmas Story 

and enjoy hot drinks and homebaking 
 

24th December 
4th Sunday in Advent: Nativity at 10.30am 
Children's Christmas Eve Service at 6.30pm 
Watchnight Service, doors open at 11.00pm 

 
25th December 

Christmas Day Service at 10.00am 
 

31st December 
Family Worship service at 10.30am 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
Church Car Park 

On a wet and miserable Saturday morning in early October, a hardy group of 

workers – assembled from amongst the ranks of our congregation and friends – set 

about making repairs to the upper and lower car parks. 

With several tonnes of stone and a wacker plate, they battled the elements and 

ensured that the pot holes were filled. 

 

 

 

Afterwards, tea and rolls were provided and gratefully received by all.  Many thanks 

to all who were involved in both the works and the catering. 

 

 



 

 

If you’re being tested today, 
you’re in good company! 

 
 
Job, the most righteous man on earth, was tested beyond what most of us will ever 
have to endure. When he emerged, he told God, ‘I heard about you from others; 
now I have seen you’ (Job 42:5 CEV).  
 
In the heat of the furnace, you experience God up close and personal. Sheila 
Schuller Coleman says, ‘Some tests are intended to assess what we’ve learned; 
others are intended to teach. We learn our most profound lessons when we’re 
tested…Like what we’re capable of…where we need to grow…and that there’s still 
more to learn! When your faith is being tested, the last thing you’re thinking about 
is learning a lesson…you just want to survive.  
The lesson we learn from Job is that when we keep our faith in the most testing of 
times, we’ll “come out as gold” (Job 23:10 NASB).  
Think about it: did you ever hear a testimony that wasn’t about someone surviving a 
test? James says, “Consider it pure joy…whenever you face trials” (James 1:2 NIV).  
 
When we suffer, when people say hateful things, when we lose our homes, when 
we encounter rifts in our family, when the doctor calls with a dire diagnosis – the 
last thing we feel is joy…If anyone could speak with authority on praising God in 
trials, it was Paul. He was beaten, thrown into jail, and run out of town. How does 
your week compare to his?’  
 
When you get through this test, you will have a testimony to God’s strength and 
faithfulness, and be able to say, ‘The Lord is my God’. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Black Door Shop 
 

Litter Collecting

  
With a record 14 young people out most Saturdays comprising OY Members and 
Scouts we continue to uplift litter from the streets around the Church.  Regularly we 
are bringing back,  in total, between 6 and 8 bags of litter, which the council collects 
from the rear of the halls on Mondays.  

  

 
 

 
 



 

Donations 
 
Donations continue to be delivered on most afternoons during the week, with a 
growing number coming on a Saturday between 9.30 am and 2.30pm.  For the first 
time this week I had to say NO to prospective donors, as we simply did not have 
room to take in any more donations.  The van from Maslows comes every Tuesday 
and Thursday, and we cannot over supply to them, such is the need. We need more 
space to store the donated items.  
 
On Saturdays we have the assistance of a growing band of regular Church members, 
Alastair, Anne, Bruce, Dave Ken, and Maureen, who provide a welcome smile and 
help visitors in with their donations.   

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We need more people to help sort through the donations to ensure that each bag is 
labelled accordingly.  Not everyone can be there all day, so, if you could spare an 
hour on a Saturday, we would be delighted to see you. 

 Tea coffee etc is provided and, at lunch time, there is often soup. 
 

 
 

Speak to any of those mentioned and I am sure they will tell you  of their 
experiences at the BDS. 

 

 



 

  
The Banana Box Trust - Malawi 
 
Alastair has linked in with The Banana Box Trust  a charity operating in Dundee who 
ship items to Malawi.  Their web site proclaims, “ The Banana Box  Trust works with 
people and organisations in Malawi, to bring expertise and support.  We transport 
via containers, a variety of items that are needed, but we do not send items that 
would cause a Malawian business to fail “ 
 
We propose to send to their address in Dundee, four working Singer Sewing 
machines dating from 1928- 1934 that have been handed in.   

  
Alastair explains that, through his personal experience, he is aware that one sewing 
machine could give a life time of employment for a family.  This is because there is 
limited electricity in Malawi, and the sewing machine represents a reliable means of 
income .   

  
The cost to ship each sewing machine  from Dundee to Malawi will be £17.50  each. 
 This cost £70 -  we wonder if any one would like to share the expense with us. 

  
  
Workshop  
We continue to repair items handed in and develop the range of tools.  We have 
been compiling tool boxes with an assortment of tools  that we have refreshed and 
ensured that are working, to be made available to refugees and asylum seekers who 
have been allocated a home. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community Work 
Support from Aviva continued with 14 members from as far away as Norwich, and as 
far north as Dundee, and places in between, descending on the BDS on a dry 
Tuesday in October.  They assisted with getting the donations out to the Maslow’s 
van -  a task that, every Wednesday, needs help, as there is so much to move.  They 
formed a chain gang and had it done in no time.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Under the watchful eye of Dorothy and her eager gardening team, they were put to 
work clearing the area at the back of the Church, and the edging of the banking in 
the lower car park.  Speaking at the end of the day Carl Mather, Special 
Investigations Unit Manager at Aviva, said “ It was a pleasure to fly my team up here 
to Orchardhill to see for myself all the work done at the Black Door Shop which is 
amazing -   we will be back in the spring, so keep up the great work.” 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Laptop revival  

  
We have been asking for donations of old lap tops, from which we are stripping all 
software, and are providing them fully working with Linux Mint and Libre Office 
which make the desktops run a lot better.   

  
Through partnership with Thornliebank Resource Centre, Cristina Scheefer, a care 
worker, has been providing clients who are students at colleges with the laptops for 
their studies.  We received a lovely letter of thanks from one student who 
mentioned that, without the laptop, study was impossible. 

  
Cristina has also been sorting out children’s books that we have, and has started a 
table in Thornliebank Resource Centre where children can select a book to take 
home to read.  This has been well used and we continue to supply books as 
required. 

  
Toilet 

Work continues to bring an accessible toilet to the BDS.  
 



 

 

  
Royal Horticultural Society 

 

In September we had a visit from Angela Smith, Development Officer, Royal Horticultural 
Society, who had previously visited us three years before.  At that time we received a Level 2 
Improving notice.   

  
On her visit this year, I met Angela with Dorothy Cartlidge, and, while I explained about the 
BDS work, Dorothy provided an insight into the work that is being done in the grounds by her 
team, which is developing our eco status in the community.  
 

Overall we were awarded level 5 ‘Outstanding’ which we were delighted to receive. The full 
report is available on the following three pages . 

 

Join Us 

The Black Door Shop continues to develop as a community resource and encourages visitors to 
the notion that this is part of the Church outreach. Through this we are aware of two people 
who are now coming to the Church through a chance meeting in the BDS.  

  
We would encourage any reader to come along and see for yourself on a Saturday morning 
just how busy the BDS is, and it is quite possible you might want to become involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

YOUTH ACTIVITY AT HALLOWEEN 
 

 
 
There have been lots of celebrations with the children of Orchardhill and the wider 
community over the past month. 
 
We learnt about Jesus being the light, using the power of glow sticks, and made spooky cakes 
at Messy Church.   

 
 
Lots of people participated in carving our Thankful Pumpkin patch, 
and even more came to admire it, 
and tell us jokes and enjoy a sweet 
and a cuppa on Halloween.   
 
Then Orchardhill celebrated 
fireworks by serving hot dogs and 
hot chocolate to  
passers -by after school.  All events 

were a wonderful chance to meet 
both old and new faces in the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Now it is full steam ahead to Christmas, and we are excitedly 
planning our  

Community Christmas Celebration (2-5pm Friday 22nd December), our 

Sunday morning nativity (24th Dec 10.30am), and our  
Christmas eve Family service (24th Dec 6.30pm).  
 
 
These events are a fantastic way to join our Christmas festivities.  It would be fabulous to see 
you there! 



 

The popular ‘Thinking Allowed’  series was 

relaunched on October 19th. 

 

Our first talk was 'Heartbreak and Hope in Israel and Palestine” by  Rev. Dr. Grant Barclay, 

formerly our minister and currently the Presbytery Clerk of Glasgow . 
 

Grant had led a group, from Churches across Scotland, which visited Israel and Palestine in 

late 2019. The group who were on that visit to the Holy Land came from Churches all over 

Scotland ( and further afield also )  and a few from furth of Glasgow managed to come along 

on the 19th . 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Covid prevented a talk to share experiences about this trip in 2020, and a lot has happened 

there since, so Grant's talk, which had been planned long before the current madness in Gaza, 

came at a very relevant time. 

 

Grant  shared some experiences from the visit with an update on developments since then, in 

a fast-changing part of the world.  

 

If you missed Grant's talk, it is available on Orchardhill's website. 

 

 

 

The second talk in the series was on 23rd November 2023:- 

 

 Interfaith Interactions - a conversation about the importance of dialogue across differences. 

Sr. Isabel Smyth in conversation with Anne Anderson. 

 

Sr. Isabel Smyth OBE is a Sister of Notre Dame who has been involved in interfaith work for 

more than 20 years.   Isabel was previously a lecturer at St Andrews College, teaching future 

teachers about world religions.  She was inspired both by her time studying at Lancaster 

University, where she encountered students of many faith backgrounds, and by her work with 

pioneering Church of Scotland Deaconess Stella Reekie, who started Glasgow's first interfaith 

meeting house. Sr Isabel gave a warm and engaging account of her life as a religious sister, 

including the dramatic changes following the Second Vatican Council, not least to dress! She 

also shared her faith journey from a traditional Catholic community to working with friends 

and colleagues from a wide range of diverse denominations and faiths.   

 

To beat the January blues, the next Thinking Allowed event will take place on January 18th,  

where we will meet together to view and discuss two TED Talks, on Happiness and Finding 

Joy.  Come and join the joy seekers at 7.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

KNIT TOGETHER PROJECT 

 
The Lodging House Mission (LHM) and their supporters who knit for them each year were 
inspired by Psalm 139: 13-16 which affirms that ‘we are knit together’. This year they wanted 
to celebrate Christmas with an exhibition to demonstrate the ways we are knit together as a 
LHM community. The exhibition and sale of works will aim to raise awareness of 
Homelessness. 

 

The knitters of Orchardhill were inspired to create a KNIT TOGETHER PROJECT and make our 
own blanket to donate to the exhibition in support of our work in the wider community. 
Around fourteen crafters got involved, knitting squares and contributing to the purchase of 
the wool to create the blanket you see in the photograph. A small group of the crafters 
handed  the blanket into LHM on Tuesday 21st November. 

 

The donated blankets will be exhibited in LHM during their Christmas Carol Service on 13th 
December, after which the blankets will be sold to raise funds for their work amongst people 
who have experience of homelessness. 

 

  



 

 

 



 
 



 

Tearfund Big Quiz Night 
 

Like many Churches across the country, Orchardhill took part in the ‘Big quiz Night’ on 
Saturday October the 7th to raise funds for Tearfund in order to assist them with their 
excellent work in tackling poverty. 

Tearfund is a Christian charity which partners with churches in more than 50 of the world’s 
poorest countries. They tackle poverty and injustice through sustainable development, by 
responding to disasters and challenging injustice. They believe an end to extreme poverty 
is possible. 

Thousands of people needlessly suffer and die every day because of poverty.  Tearfund 
partner with local churches and organisations who have a crucial role to play in the places 
worst affected by poverty. 

There was a good turnout, and the hall was packed.  Our Minister, Gillian, compered the 
evening and acted as quiz master.  A lovely buffet – including pakora – was enjoyed by all and 
almost £400 was raised. 

 

 

 



 

Question: how do you fill the Sanctuary with 
people on a rainy Wednesday in November? 

 
Answer: you announce that Dr Maureen Park is going to give a talk on the Treasures of the 
Burrell Collection. 
 
And so it was that nearly 200 people filled our Sanctuary - briefly causing traffic chaos around 
the Church - and settled in to see items and hear stories about the world class art collection 
right on our doorstep. 
 
We learned of Sir William Burrell’s decision to bequeath his beloved collection to the city in 
which he lived and worked, and of his complex negotiations with Dr Tom Honeyman, Director 
of Glasgow Art Galleries, and famously the man who bought Christ of St John of the Cross for 
Glasgow. We heard a little about the history of the building, opened in 1983, then closed for 
such a long time because of problems with the roof. And then Maureen took us on a virtual 
tour, introducing us to special items like old friends, her wit, knowledge and affection for the 
collection shining through. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tea and biscuits followed, and the Sanctuary was filled with happy chat and Burrell anecdotes. 
Surely more than one trip was planned? 
 
Generous donations from the audience raised £1,120 in aid of the British Heart Foundation 
and Orchardhill Church. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Images reproduced courtesy of The Burrell Collection, Glasgow Museums. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday Afternoon Communion Service 

Once a month on a Tuesday afternoon, a group of people gather to share in the Lord’s Supper 
together.  This service began as an opportunity for those who could not make a Sunday 
morning service to gather in worship and friendship.   
 
The plan was a short act of worship and then a light lunch - all enjoyed in the sanctuary.  
 
This has been a lovely time for all involved, so much so that people who are routinely out on a 
Sunday morning also come and enjoy this time together.  We tend towards a traditional 
communion service with familiar and well loved hymns - and then spend some time catching 
up with old friends and making new ones over the delicious lunch which is prepared by the 
pastoral team.  
 
If you think this sounds like something you would enjoy, get in touch with Gillian or the Church 
office, just so we have enough cakes for everyone!  
 
If you need transport to this service please get in touch and we would be delighted to organise 
this - family and friends are welcome to come with you too.   
 
Jesus commanded us to partake in the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him, as often as we 
can.  This is an additional opportunity to share around the table, and is for everyone who loves 
the Lord.  You don’t need to be a certain age or stage to come.  All are welcome! 
 

 

 

 
 



 

Congregational Roll 

 

Deaths 
Janet MacArthur Reid (Shiona) 

Date of Death 3 November 2023 

 
Anna Thompson 

Date of Death 6 November 2023  

 
Well done thou good and faithful servants. Rest safe in the Lord. 

 
Baptisms 

Erin Elizabeth and Henry George Hill 
3 September 2023 

 

Charlotte Jasmin Norah Aderonke Sheriff-Mall  
24 September 2023 

 
Jamie Davidson 
19 November 2023 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

86th Boy’s Brigade 

Anchor and Junior Section Report. 

  

We are working with 6 boys – 3 in Anchor Boys, and 3 in Juniors.  Not ideal, but we are coping. 

The boys are coming each week, and are enthusiastic and very keen to earn their badges. 

At long last, we finished our Noah’s Ark – It was certainly challenging, but the boys worked 
hard at putting the animals together, and then into or around the Ark.  The boys also managed 
to complete the Noah’s Ark Jigsaw. 

At the end of October we had our Hallowe’en activities quickly followed by our Bonfire Night 
activities, ending with Sparklers and toasted marshmallows.  This is followed in November by 
Poppies, Chocolate night then a Remote-Controlled Car night.  

Come December, it is Christmas Crafts – stained glass cards, Christmas robins, Christmas 
baubles to name a few.   

On our ‘Poppy’ night one of our boys brought in his father’s medals and explained how his 
father had earned them.  This made remembering much more real to the BB boys.   

We finish this session on Friday 15
t,h for a well-earned break, restarting back on Friday 

12th January 2024. 

My thanks to the parents for their support in sending the boys each week, and also to Mr. 
Bennett who comes along each Friday, as we must have 2 officers present in the building.  To 
ensure Safeguarding, would any parent be willing to put their name down to help on the odd 
night that one of us needs to be off?  If so, please contact Mr. Bennett – BB@Orchardhill.org 

  

Margaret Howard 

 
 

mailto:BB@Orchardhill.org#_blank


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Christmas Week in the Life of… Gillian 
Rooney 
 
The Reverend Gillian Rooney was inducted and ordained into the parish of Giffnock 
Orchardhill on 2nd December 2021, meaning this is Gillian’s third Christmas here. The Record 
caught up with Gillian in the midst of her preparations for the busiest week in the life of every 
minister, most mums, and anyone involved with any school, anywhere… 
 
In some ways, Christmas week will be like any other, and the pattern of Church life will 
continue, albeit with a festive twist, and around family Christmas preparations and activities. 
 
Monday is the day for Cosy Cafe at Woodfarm School, where around 30-40 teens share hot 
chocolate, chat, and a chance to develop relationships with the youngsters. Gillian feels 
strongly that it’s vital for them to have a safe space to open up, and says it’s a real privilege to 
be involved in their lives. And all of the teens will be invited to the Community’s Christmas 
Celebration on Friday, which is one of the biggest events in the Church’s year.  
 
Tuesday will see Gillian with Lorna, their lovely group of helpers, and all the tinies of Orchard 
Tots, along with their various grown ups. A Christmas party for pre-schoolers?  Bound to be a 
quiet, relaxing affair…. We’re told stories and games will feature highly, and the Record has 
heard that there just might be a special visitor.  Again, all the Tots and their parents and carers 
will be invited to come along on Friday 22nd to learn more about the miracle of Christmas. 
 
Wednesday brings the teens again - Cosy Cafe at the Church, which is quite a different group 
from Monday’s cafe. This tightly knit group draws about 25 youngsters from various secondary 
schools in our community, again providing a safe space to share and enjoy fellowship 
together.  
 
Things are really ramping up by Thursday, when it’s time for the primary school children to 
come along and see the Church in all its festive glory. Orchardhill’s relationship with Giffnock 
Primary School has never been stronger, and many of the children are swift to identify with 
“their” Church. Gillian will be leading the children, their teachers and carers in the school’s 
Christmas service, and again inviting everyone along for Friday.  And in any spare time, she’ll 
be finalising arrangements for Friday’s event.  
 
And so to Friday.  Following the success of last year’s inaugural event, this year’s Community 
Christmas Celebration is set to be even bigger and better.  It’s all hands to the pump ready to 
open our doors and welcome the community in for carol singing, home baking, hot drinks, 
crafts and the amazing Interactive Nativity Trail. Santa might even be on hand to encourage 
visitors to learn a bit more about the real reason for the season.  
 



 

Hopefully Gillian might get a chance for a breather on Saturday, after a hectic week of festive 
events, because she’ll not get another one for a while… 
 
Christmas Day falling on a Monday can only mean one thing: four services in 24 hours!  
Whatever you want from festive worship, there’s bound to be something for you. Or come 
and join them all!   Christmas Eve at 10:30 is family worship including the children and young 
people presenting their take on the nativity story.  This is an annual highlight for many in the 
congregation, who say that the nativity service marks the proper start of Christmas. 
 
Those who prefer their Christmas Eve service at a family friendly time should come along at 
6:30 for Worship In Your Onesie, which will include a Pop-Up nativity, singing and huge 
excitement all round, while those who keep later hours and a more traditional approach, will 
be welcomed from 11:00 for the 11:30 Watchnight service.  How special to wait in silence for 
the midnight hour, and the eternal news that He is born.  
 
And then it’s Christmas Day!  A short service of celebration will be held in the Church at 10:00: 
and everyone is very welcome to join in worship. After which a tired and happy Reverend 
Rooney will make her way home for Christmas dinner - and maybe to lie in a darkened room 
for a little while… 
 
The Community Christmas Celebration will be held in and around the Sanctuary and Church 
Hall from 2:00 to 5:00 on Friday 22nd December.  All will be made very welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Poppy Fall 

Our poppy fall was on display again this year.  After a significant amount of repair work, it was 

ready to be raised on Friday 3rd of November and, as always it provided a fitting reminder of 

all those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 
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Merry Christmas 
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